Audubon Area Head Start

Policy Council Meeting

January 21, 2003

10:30 a.m.

The Audubon Area Head Start Policy Council met at the Country Cupboard Restaurant in Madisonville, KY on January 21, 2003.  Karen Corbett, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.   

Roll Call

Jackie Renfrow made a motion to dispense with the roll call due to sign-in sheets.  Kathy Schroeder seconded the motion; motion carried.  Quorum was present.  

Approval of Minutes

Brenda Goodman made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting.  Jaime Johnson seconded the motion; motion carried.

Approval of Agenda

Brenda Goodman asked that we add Lead Testing to the agenda. Kristina Greenwell made a motion to approve the agenda with corrections.  Jennifer Cain seconded the motion; motion carried.

Old Business

Snack Committee:  Aubrey explained that the Snack Committee will be made up of Teresa Devers, Amanda Sapp, Pam Hutchison, and Glen Adams from the Policy Council and the following Teachers: Linda Jo Fowler, Hopkins County; Tamara Williams, Hager Preschool; and Jennifer Crump, Union County.  Aubrey discussed some possible dates for the committee to meet and it was decided to look at meeting in Madisonville on February 20th at 10:00 a.m. at the Country Cupboard.

Migrant Program:  Peggy Grant reported that the contracts have been signed to finalize the program.  Many in Daviess County are vegetable growers with families. Tobacco workers are usually just men traveling alone.  The Executive Committee went to Laredo, Texas to meet with the Texas Head Start programs.  We will start our program working with 20 children in Daviess County and then start up the program later in Christian and Crittenden Counties.  Ms. Grant explained that they had already conducted one interview with the candidates for the Local Area Managers position and they have two (2) possible candidates that are very qualified.  The second interviews are being conducted today after the Policy Council meeting.

Committee Reports

Personnel Committee:  Michelle Duncan gave the report for the council.  The committee approved the list of staff submitted for approval.  Kathy Schroeder made a motion to approve the personnel actions.  Jaime Johnson seconded the motion; motion carried.  

By-Laws Committee:  Teresa Lewis went over the changes that were made in the By-Laws with the Council.  Kristina Greenwell made a motion to accept the changes in the By-Laws.  Melissa Wolfe seconded the motion; motion carried.  A motion was made by Michelle Duncan to terminate members that had missed meetings in accordance with the By-Laws.  The members include Community Representatives – Rhondalyn Randolph, Area 1 and Olive Burroughs, Area 11 and Parent Representatives –Michelle Roberts, Area 11 and Vodaka Watkins, Family Child Care.  Retina DePriest seconded the motion; motion carried.  

New Business

Head Start Program of Excellence:  Aubrey Nehring reported that Audubon has submitted their application to be approved and we should be having a site visit sometime around March.

PRISM Review Report:  Aubrey Nehring reported as of this meeting we still have not received the final report from the Regional Office.

Executive Committee Conference Call:  There will be a conference call of the Executive Committee on February 21st at 3:30 p.m.

Update on Directors Meeting in Washington DC:  Aubrey Nehring attended this meeting and reported that there were over 1300 other Directors in attendance as well.  Wade Horn and Associate Commissioner Wendy Hill reported that they will be a national reporting system and it will be in place by September, 2003.  This will be a readiness test for preschoolers four (4) years old.  This will be a standardized test with pre and post tests.  The test purpose is to identify program needing more assistance.  There is a lot of controversy over this issue but Aubrey explained that this is a done deal.  

Administrative and Program Reports

Darvin Adams made a motion to accept the Directors and budget reports.  Patricia Wolfe seconded the motion; motion carried.

Brenda Goodman made a motion to accept the Local Area Managers Reports.  Retina DePriest seconded the motion; motion carried.

Open Forum

Lead Testing:  Brenda Goodman asked why we are testing children for lead.  Terry Green addressed the concerns for the Council.  She explained that this is not an issue with Head Start.  We are encouraging parents to have the children tested but are not requiring it.  Aubrey stated that some school districts may mandate this but we do not at this time.

Local Area Managers reports:  Bro. Darvin Adams asked if it would be possible for the reports to emphasize more about education and cultural activities, child development, cognitive skills and self esteem, parent involvement and community involvement, and programs that enhance the development of the kids.

Parent Handbook:  The parent handbook is being revised and we would like to have two parents from the Policy Council to help with the input on this.  Teresa Devers and Patricia Wolfe volunteered to help with this project.

Curriculum Development Committee Report:  Teresa Devers asked that due to time constraints that this item be tabled until the next meeting.  The Kaleidoscope meeting discussion will also be tabled until the next meeting.

Adjournment:  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
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Michelle Duncan, Policy Council Secretary

