
IV. RECREATION AND COMMUNITY

A.
RECREATION  

Recreational facilities in the area are diverse.  Public parks are available in each county. These parks provide baseball, softball, and football fields; tennis courts; swimming pools; and playgrounds.  Many nature preserves, lakes, and campgrounds, and wildlife areas are within the sixteen counties.  Several State parks offer fishing, camping, horseback riding, and boating. 
Fees for recreational services often prohibit low-income people in the sixteen counties from participating in recreational offerings. 

Lack of transportation also prohibits many from participating in recreational programs and activities, since the parks are often at some distance from residential areas.

B.
COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Each Family Advocate develops a one to two page resource list for their assigned county to share with the parents (see appendix).  This list is to be updated every year.  Besides the resource list, the Family Advocates utilizes a Family Resource File.  This file is equipped with resource information in all twelve of the service areas listed on the Family Partnership Plan.  The resource topics are as follows:  Education, Employment, Housing, Transportation, Family Finances, Parenting, Literacy, Child Care, Family Wellness, Family Support Community and Services.  The Family Advocates will have material readily available on a daily basis in order to share with the parents as needed.
The community resources that continue to be used most by the Family Advocate as a referral source for the families are:  1) Community Based Service;   2) Health Department;  3) Career Center;   4) County Extension Office;   5) Oasis Shelter;   6) Sanctuary Shelter;   7) County Literacy Office;   8) Lions Club;   9) First Steps;   10) Family Resource Centers;   11) Salvation Army;   12) Goodwill.
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