I. INTRODUCTION

The Head Start Program of Audubon Area Community Services, Incorporated started in 1965 serving a small number of children and families in Daviess County, Kentucky.  We continued to grow throughout the years.  In almost four decades, we have expanded to sixteen Western Kentucky Counties, which are Caldwell, Christian, Crittenden, Daviess, Hancock, Henderson, Hopkins, Livingston, Lyon, McLean, Muhlenberg, Ohio, Todd, Trigg, Union, and Webster. As of 2004, we have expanded to serving 3,006 children, which includes 1,702 in Head Start, 156 in Early Head Start, 40 in Migrant Head Start, 11 child care enrollments, and 1,097 in KERA state funded preschool enrollment. 

A.
COMMUNITY ASSESSSMENT PROCESS

The Audubon Area Community Services, Inc. has conducted a thorough Community Assessment for 2004-2005 program year as required by the Federal Head Start regulations.  The next two intervening years this Community Assessment will be updated.

B.
Parent, Staff, and Community Involvement

Focus groups and surveys were implemented with parents, staff and community groups in order to identify strengths and needs in our sixteen county service region.  The focus group participants and surveys included representatives from the following entities:

· Parents – Policy Council, Family Services Advisory Committee, and other parents of enrolled children.

· Education  - Family Literacy Program and Even Start

· Child Care - Family Child Care Partners and State Child Care Assistance Program

· Career Center – Workforce Development,

· Social Services - Community Based Services

· Health – Child Protection & Permanency

C.    Data Sources For Statistical Information
        1.   Written Publications and Reports
· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 2004, County Profiles of Child Well- Being, funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation
· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 2003, funded by The Annie E.  Casey Foundation
· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 2002, funded by The Annie E. 
Casey Foundation

· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 2001, funded by The Annie E. Casey    
Foundation

· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 2000, funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation
· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 1999, funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation
· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 1998, funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation
· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 1997, funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation
· Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book 1996, funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation
· 2000 and 1990 U.S. Census Data.
· Kentucky County Health Profiles 1995, from Kentucky State Center for Health Statistics.  
· Kentucky County Health Profiles 1996, from Kentucky State Center for Health Statistics.  

· Kentucky Annual Vital Statistics Report 1998, from Kentucky State Center for Health Statistics. 
· Kentucky Economic Development Information System (online) accessed May 20, 2002.
· The Atlas of Kentucky, Richard Ulack, Editor-in-Chief, published by The University Press of Kentucky, 1998.
· Information from Regional Economic Information System, Bureau of Economic Analysis.
· Economic Profiles for each of the sixteen counties in the Audubon Area Head Start service region, from Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development’s Division of Research.
· Kentucky Resources for Economic Development Booklets for sixteen counties in the region from Kentucky’s Cabinet for Economic Development. 
· 1998 Kentucky Desk book of Economic Statistics, from Kentucky’s Cabinet for Economic Development.
· “How Many Kentuckians:  Population Forecasts 1995-2020,” 1995 and 1999 Edition of Kentucky State Data Center.
· Kentucky County Maps, Thomas Publications.

2. World Wide Web Site Addresses

· http://kyeascn1.state.ky.us/nutrition/octdataout/rplist.asp
· http://www.aecf.org
· http://www.census.gov
· http://www.thinkwestkentucky.com
· http://www.kentuckynewera.com
· http://www.encyclopediathefreedictionary.com
· http://www.kydap.net/countydatadetail.

· http://www.education.ky.gov
· www.ssa.com
3.    In House Resources

· COPA Data Base (Child Outcome Planning Assessment)

· Head Start, Early Head Start and Delegate Agency Program Information  
Report:  2001-2002; 2002-2003; 2003-2004.

· Audubon Area Community Services Head Start Program’s 2004 Center Location Listing

· Audubon Area Head Start Fact Book, 2002
        4.
    Maps

The seventeen pages that follow contain maps for each of the counties in the Audubon Area Head Start service region, as well as a Kentucky Map identifying our service region location.  The maps are from Kentucky County Maps (Thomas Publications).

Note: The maps have been reduced for inclusion here, and are not all to the same scale.
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