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Transportation for low income families



         9


 

Job Opportunities






         6


Drug Use and Manufacturing of Meth


                     5
Community Wellness and Medical Care



         4



Affordable Child Care                                                                                  4
Transportation – GRITS has a limited schedule and appointments must be made in advance.  There is no public transportation.  There are no programs to supplement repair or fuel costs.  Church groups and other community organizations do not want to lend vehicles due to liability issues.  Some proposed solutions were; community owned vehicles, corporate transportation for employees and county investment in public transportation.
Job Opportunities – Webster Co. has a low-skilled work force which makes it hard to attract good paying jobs.  There is also unwillingness in the community to take low-paying jobs.  Because of poor transportation options, if people have to pay for rides and child care to go to work, they are better off not working for low wages.  The educated work force is leaving the county for better opportunities.  The possible resurgence of the coal industry has not been a “savior.”  
Drug Use and Manufacturing of Meth – It is too easy for people to make and manufacture drugs because of poorly staffed law enforcement and the availability of products.  The lack of convenient treatment facilities deters those wanting help.  There is an increase in use but poor public education about the magnitude of the problem  and how it affects the community.  

 Community Wellness and Medical Care – Very limited physical space available for wellness opportunities.  Wellness screening is only available on occasion.  Opportunities for physical exercise are very few for adults and limited for children.  What park space is available is not utilized for programming for children because of funding limitations.  Limited availability of medical care in county is magnified by the transportation issue.  Many do not seek medical care or dental care because of costs and lack of transportation.
Affordable Child Care – This basically means free child care.  When child care centers have been open they were not utilized because no one could afford to pay.  Minimum wage incomes can not support child care costs.  Transportation issue affects being able to take children.  Grandparents raising children of incarcerated parents are affected by the cost of dependents on their fixed income.   
