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18 attendees
Areas of concern in order by priority

Concern








# votes
Heating Assistance







10 

Transportation








10

Health Issues – Obesity, Child Nutrition, substance abuse


9

Higher paying jobs







8

Falling between the cracks






7

Disaster – preparedness, relief, transitional housing



7

Medicare Part D – affording prescriptions/insurance



4

Heating assistance – Most attendants admitted difficulties with rising payments, but not familiar with scope of assistance.  They “scrimp” on something else in order to keep up with heating bills.

Transportation – Coordination of schedules between when the assistance is available vs. timing of appointments. 
Health Issues – Voices concerns over lack of nutritional meals in schools, leading to obesity in children. They were also concerned for children of parents abusing drugs & alcohol. The child experiences poor health because parents don’t care for them nutritionally or from an overall healthy environment.

Higher paying jobs – “We continue to see prices increase in the stores, but the employees are still making minimum wage.” There is no opportunity for people to advance their earnings.”

Falling between the cracks – So many people do their best, work 2-3 jobs, but are punished because they make too much to qualify for assistance, but not enough to make ends meet.

Disaster – Although volunteers are being trained in the county, many worried about long-term affects, especially transitional housing. “We don’t want to live in a tent for a year.” 
Medicare part D – Everyone is confused about why they have to enroll now, when they don’t really need it, but it’s the only way they can avoid paying a higher rate later. 
 

