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Not enough programs for seniors-

Seniors at the congregate meal site reported that this is the only kind of program they have offered to them “on site.”  They explained that it is not always easy to get to the senior center and the senior center does not offer many programs.  Some seniors reported feeling “isolated” from the community…if you do not get a newspaper it is hard to know what is going on in the community.   Seniors reported having a “one stop shop” location would be much easier for them to access resources.  Knowing what resources are available, where to receive the resources, and how to get there are major obstacles. 

Transportation – GRITS has a limited schedule and appointments must be made in advance.  There is public transportation, however, it does not go everywhere that is needed.  Also, you may have to ride the bus for over an hour to get to the location you need to go to.  “Buses are not senior friendly—hard to get on and off.”  Buses do not run at night when you may have an emergency.  “You have to take a cab or ambulance if you are sick and need to go somewhere.” 

Job Opportunities – Seniors reported a lack of living wage jobs to combat poverty.  Also, very little jobs available to seniors that are able to work.  If they could work they may not have the means of transportation to get to work.  Seniors also felt many leave the community to work in Indiana and spend some of their income in Indiana, thus, not helping the economy in Henderson.  
Crime-  Seniors living in subsidized housing reported they do not feel as safe.  Others in subsidized housing gave examples of what has been done to increase safety. Many reported that the drug problem worsens each year and are unsure of steps taken to combat this problem.  Some felt seniors are ignored when it comes to protecting seniors, and more focus is put on children and not enough on seniors.  

