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  8
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  8

Health 








  6

Nutrition








  3

Jobs -Hancock County’s per capital income is decreasing at an alarming rate. Some of the manufacturing plants provide good jobs, however many workers work in Hancock County but live in other counties. Regional economic slowdown has created increased competition for good paying jobs. Many in Hancock County are forced to take 2 or 3 jobs with little or no benefits to make ends meet. Semi skilled labor is finding the work environment more difficult. Incentives for more small businesses may help attract new business to the area, providing much needed jobs. Increased assistance for those transitioning from welfare to work, may help fill the gaps until workers can get the training and experience needed.


Housing – In some areas of the county there is no affordable housing available anywhere. This fact was realized when a recent apartment fire caused fire victims to move out of the county because there were no apartments available. Lack of temporary, single family and apartments exists throughout the county. One floor apartments for seniors are in high demand as well. 

Senior Issues – The senior population is increasing at a rapid rate. Many seniors have worked all their lives and planned for retirement only to experience an economy when food, utility, gasoline, other fuel, prescription drugs and healthcare costs have skyrocketed past their ability to pay. One senior participant said “We have worked all our lives, never asked anyone for help, to live like this?” 
Transportation – Inter-county transportation presents some challenges for the low-income and senior population. Since all specialized medical services exist outside the county, more people face the transportation challenge. Single parent working families may miss a day’s work for doctors’ appointments in other counties. 
Utility Assistance – Although several agencies help with utility assistance, including AACS, Help Office, St. Vincent DePaul other churches, still the need is greater. People are choosing which bills to pay. 

Hot Topic Survival Skills Training – Participants agreed that assistance to meet current needs is in some cases important to sustaining life, however all participating see a need to somehow place more emphasis on survival skills or “hot topic” training; parenting,  budgeting, understanding consequences of right choices, to break the cycle of dependence. 

Health – Basic health services exist in the county, specialized health treatment is located outside the county. Access to health care is an issue with many in the county. 
Nutrition – Generally with the help of the various agencies people have basic food needs met. However, more education is needed to better understand the health consequences of proper and improper food choices. 
Summary

While many of the participants in the forum were seniors, senior issues were not their main concern. Jobs and housing were their top concerns and priorities. One issue which ranked 6th – “hot topic” survival skills training, was the one issue that all agreed was needed. This category’s ranking was lower than the passion for the issue actually was. All present saw a need to help poor people raising children, change the way they think and live, to make life better for them future generations.
