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Authors: Dorothy Allison, Junot Diaz, Michael Patrick McDonald, Nina Revoyr, and Walter Dean Myers.  The authors expressed their views, some read from their books, and others commented on their books.





Dorothy — “It’s better to be angry than ashamed”  Be suspicious of “…these people who don’t make you part of their family.”





	In my book(s), “I’m making a ‘small version’ of the most despised of my nation.  It’s like a revenge.  It’s almost justice!”





Michael — I’m from South Boston, a “Southy.”   He gave a VERY interesting reading from his book on growing up in the violence, crime, and prejudice of the South Boston of his youth.





Nina — “A lot of writers and artists usually see art and social action as mutually exclusive things.”


	“Because there was no norm’ in Culver City, there also was no ‘other’.”  (Speaking as a Japan-born Japanese-American)





Gino Diaz — “I’m anxious to get down to the gab.”





	“We don’t mind hearing terrible stories of poverty and tragedy — as long as they end well.”


Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt





	“Who do you talk to about how the grenade attack went?”  (Note this: Only the survivors can tell you.  The victims [the dead ones] cannot!)





	“Writers, like articles, are far ahead of the game; unlike politicians who swear it ain’t happening.”





What immigrants face: It’ “the horror of welcome” which this country typically gives its immigrants.


	


	“The permanence of poverty”— and a definite (and significant) % who end up in prison!





	“The people who don’t make it don’t always deserve that fate.  …It’s not always ‘their fault’.”





	“The issue of self-hatred, there’s not being enough work done on that — especially regarding people of mixed races.





	The way dark skin and women mix is phenomenal (This speaks to a permanent and deep issue of the ‘self-hatred’ many of them feel.)





Walter Dean Myers—How many children we have “abandoned” to institutions?  Now we’re beginning to formalize the abandonment with ‘get-tough’ sentences on mere kids!  Younger and younger kids are being placed directly in the in the adult criminal justice system!


                                   “We have this fantastic ‘war on drugs’ that’s killing some of these communities.”


                                    Dropout rates for kids of color are now 40-45%!


	Why aren’t we sending soldiers to the Bronx for our kids?


                                    Now (like Littleton, Colorado), we’re abandoning white kids as well.  But mostly we’re abandoning them to computers, cell phones, etc.


                                    1 to 4 black males are involved with justice system.


	They’re being “disenfranchised,” and entire communities are, thus, losing their voting strength.  Fewer and fewer people have the right to vote!


                       	My book, Monster, was written to/for kids at risk.


More and more younger and younger kids are getting involved with the justice system. This adversely (and seriously) affects what’s going to happen with these kids’ lives!


