Ending Child Poverty as We Know It


CDF 2000 Conference — New York, New York


Monday, March 27, 2000





Moderated by Peter Edelman.  Including: Deepak Bhargava, Jacqueline Marte, Dr. William E. Spriggs, and Shana Turner.





* * * * * * * * * * * * *





Peter — There are now 13 ½ milllion poor children — it’s higher % than the ‘70’s.  Why so much Child Poverty in this rich country?





Bill — The median income of women is not high enough that even half of them could even sustain themselves above poverty.


	“Democratizing opportunity” is part of  the women’s “income problem.”  There’s a lack of community-based and “civic” money to help — that is a major part of the problem!  In a real sense there’s a “de-investment” within these sectors.





Shana — Greed at the root of it.  “Pettiness” is in all our “concern” over problems that affect (other) people.  We need to gain more power over how decisions are made in this country!





Deepak — There’s a “significant backslide” in our public policies that support low-income workers.  Those constituencies that are directly affected haven’t had clear, strong voice on these issues.





Jackie — Prior to “welfare reform” (the “Personal Responsibility Act”) there were 14 million on welfare; that number has now been cut —  since 1996—  to 7 million.  The ’96 policy (Law) made it more difficult to move out of poverty.  Many were simply “cut off” welfare — 400,000 in NYC, which was probably the overarching goal of the framers of that law.  Many were “punished” for going to (being in) school —  as well demonstrated by New York City’s  “welfare-to-work” efforts.





Deepak — A “jobs agenda” is building, but we need renewed jobs and national income standards —  as regards a true and reasonable “safety net.”  Then we a move to different part of the equation.





Shana — This country needs to end the “rat race” that is the cycle of poverty.”  The “rat race” keeps people in the system (cycle) instead of really helping them.  Living just “paycheck to paycheck” is not good enough; real, adequate-paying, benefits-covered jobs are the real need.





Bill — Gender discrimination; race discrimination:  We need to solve the “equality problems.”  All women are in such low wages.  The values of society: it’s that part that’s really missing.  The Federal Reserve won’t let the economy grow at a faster rate!  (And that penalizes low-end workers!)  The disconnect is still about equality issues — and weighted toward the white male worker.  In the ‘70’s, you couldn’t work full time and still be poor.  These (90’s) wages (in real $) were “illegal” then!





Peter — We need to understand macro-economic policy.  Conservatives would speak of “illegitimacy:” It’s too many out-of-wedlock babies!





Jackie — We fight for “social-political-economic justice.”  Our approach provides education with a check, not WEP (New York City’s Work Experience Program), and it’s (WEP’s) just about no-future jobs.  Mayor Guilliani says these “jobs” are better than no-win, “public” doles — and people must work in private sector jobs.  But also, many other NYC workers are losing their jobs because of the City’s focus on forcing these WEP workers.





Shana — The system is man-made, not natural.  Child birthing is natural.  Reproduction is every human’s right.  They don’t look at poor people as real “humans.”





Peter—There’s a political campaign going on.  We can do some “public education”  What should people (advocates) be doing right now?





Deepak — We should be engaged in the “poverty agenda.”  Yes, “ ‘welfare’ is down, but poverty is not.”  …We need to engage our disconnected and dis-empowered low-income constituencies.  We need to press political candidates to take stand’s for our issues.





Shana —Let people know what’s going on…and why it’s going on.  We need to focus not only on poverty but the “problems of wealth” in our society.  “All human beings are connected.”  (You can’t deal only with one segment [and be successful in the overall scheme of things].)





Jackie — Do the research; get the facts; collaborate.  Report to the public what’s really going on.  Are those off the system better off…or worse?





Bill — Campaign finance reform is the driving force behind the status quo.  (Poor people are isolated out of the process.)   We’re talking about a general problem regarding our nation’s “wage and income structure.”  We need to address the growing (economic and social) inequality.  The force of the  private in-economy is tremendous.  We need a public counter weight.  We must make sure the safety net gets broadened.





Peter — The jobs and income support campaign (JISC) is the “new kid on the block.”





Deepak — JISC is an opportunity before us.  If not now, when?  The re-write of the ’96 welfare law will be on the table next year.  We want to bring low-income voices back into the “national conversation” We’ll highlight the abuses — like New York’s WEP —  on May 6, 2000 when we will kick off the campaign.  Serveral conferences are already set; see: www.nationalcampaign.org.  We’ll put forth a national advocacy agenda next year.





Edelman —	“The action is everywhere.  It’s more so after “devolution.”  What are the strategies?





Shana — Ask people what they need.  Too many well-intended people presume to decide what others need.  We need organizations to “form bridges,” not act alone.  Funding will be needed as well, but those affected must themselves be “on the front line.”  The wealthy who depend on low-wage workers in this economy should help make this funding and engagement possible!





Bill — We have an “achievement campaign.”  The key is education —  we must challenge politicians.  We did the “reform” thing (back in ’87-92); and it really didn’t work.  Then they had their best shot; and they failed.  The people who’ll pay the future Social Security taxes are these low-income, vulnerable children.  We must not give in to the present system of private inequative…in children’s parental time/support, the so-called “digital divide,” after-school programs, and housing.  Politicians cannot honestly say, “We can’t afford it!” We’d still run surpluses even if we made the proper investments.





Jackie — The big thing is organizing.  We need “educational” maps and  legal advice regarding people’s rights —  and meeting supports like child care and refreshments.  Then, we must “keep on fighting.”





Shana — From a poem (written and read by by Shana):	





“Here for a Little Time”


			


	“I hope I die for a principle or belief that I have lived for.” (from verse 3)





			“…While I am, I am life.” (last line)





Q&A…





Deepak — People are going off welfare; but when their income goes up, so do their costs — much more so!





Edelman —	Over the past half-decade, the lowest 10% of income earners have effectively “lost” ½ of their income —  in value [buying power] of their income and much their lower growth rates compared to the remainder of the workforce, just in the past 4-5 years!


