Beating The Odds® Awards


CDF 2000 Conference — New York, New York


Monday, March 27, 2000
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Excerpts…





“When we reach the top, it is our duty to create a path for others who would follow us.”—Sholanda King, ’93 “BTO” winner.





Mayo Angelou — “The CDF is a rainbow in the clouds.” We need the rainbow in the middle of the clouds themselves!  Thus, “there’s a possibility of seeing myself differently…the way we’re perceived and believed.”





Rainbows in the clouds are infused by the good wishes, and the best ideas of others.  This statement of mine is a plan on the thought first expressed by  Terentius, circa 54 BC, when he said, “I am a human being.  Nothing human can be alien to me.”





What are we going to do about the children?  That’s the big question!  I thank you for (CDF and child advocates) being rainbows in the clouds!





Beating The Odds® Awardees…





Miguel — “He suffered.  He made some big mistakes, but he kept his heart full…of love.” [Maya]


	“It seems sometimes there was no hope — it was so dark, but I was wrong.” [Miguel]





Shawnta — “My past has made me who I am”  (She says she  “evolved.”)  [Maya]


“Fight for happiness.”  “Always have a plan—and a back up plan.”  “Keep positive people around you.”  Above all else, always pray!” [Shawnta]





Angeligue — She once tried to commit suicide. “I don’t fit anywhere,” she said then.





Stephen — “Today, he as a sea of possibilities open to him” “You’re certain to fulfill all your dreams — and all our dreams.” [Maya]


	“Something has instilled in me an attitude that wasn’t to allow failure.”  To my mother, “You were a single mother, and yet you made me a man.” [Stephen]





Raquel — She made three suicide attempts —  being VERY depressed.  She said it was…  “Like a mental fog in my head.”  “Courage is the most important of all the virtues.” “Family, too, should be proud, for they themselves have beaten the odds.” [Maya]


	“What got me to the point of being depressed was to ignore my feelings and just push them aside.” [Raquel]





Maya Angelou: Here’s a little piece from my book, Wouldn’t take Nothing for My Journey Now…


	“These young men and women are on a journey.”





	Each one of these makes us want to go out — and be brighter.





Shi Zhi — He’s “our farthest ‘journeyer’.”  [Maya]





“We can certainly be successful…because there are so many nice people who can give you a hand in this country.”





Maya Angelou —  “Each one (recipient) assures us we’re doing the right thing—about going on with our business.”  “You, Marian Wright Edelman, became a rainbow in the sky.”





* * * * * * * * * *





Special Recognition to Paul Tudor Jones II


Founder of the Robin Hood Foundation





Paul Tudor Jones —  “It’s about the babies, just about the babies.”  Each child is…”just another one of God’s children!”  





Jones has helped (personally) more than100 young people go to college.   In 1988, he founded The Robin Hood Foundation. He’s raised more than  $9 million in New York City grants.  And he’s the single largest personal donor to the CDF.





A commenter named Shawn said “…Those who have much have a response to give back.”





	“There is no more powerful seeing in the world than love — and no more valuable feeling.”





	“The great thing about a child is they’ll tell you all they know, and then they’ll stop.” —Mark Twain





	“I am because I love Like a Child, …that’s all I know and so I’ll stop.”





